PERSONALITY AND ATTRIBUTES

catch here ? Or, is the apparent coincidence a true one ?
They are questions which can be more shortly asked
than answered. But a beginning can be made if the
spectator will agree that a clue to the Prince's character
can be found in the kind of work he has undertaken in
order to do the State some service. For in making
that choice there was room for a certain amount of free
will. It was die path of social service that he decided
to take, knowing that his chief interests lay there, and
believing that his abilities would there have greatest
scope. In the light of what he has accomplished in
twenty years, the wisdom of that decision cannot be
doubted. But had the service been undertaken with less
than a whole heart, the accomplishment would have been
so much the less impressive.

In one thing the public and private aspects of his
character are in accord, each to each and in every part,
namely, his constant sympathy with the under-dog.
That is proclaimed in every branch of his work, whether
for ex-service men, for the National Council of Social
Service, for slum-dwellers, for the unemployed or for
Toe H.1 No other of his qualities is so deeply rooted
in his very nature. Something of it was obviously show-
ing in the twelve-year-old boy whom Lord Esher met,
and so acutely described in his Journals and Letters.
No one gossiped quite so well about his period as Lord
Esher. This is what he wrote on one of the occasions
when he was a guest of King Edward at Windsor:
" We had a very lively tea last night. The kids were in
high spirits, and Prince Edward as composed and clever
as ever. He develops every day fresh cjualities, and is
a most charming boy; very direct, dignified and clever.
His memory is remarkable; but the look of mltscbmer*^
in his eyes I cannot trace to any ancestor of the House
of Hanover.2

1  See footnote, page 252.

2  To Lord Esher we also owe the recording of this illuminating
incident relating to the boyhood of the present Prince of Wales
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